


th Spcagt: ‘tidied ; popular: 
ia. 1 Le anty as to make any... 
{ seule: Abell gence: ardeniuatdon of the Department 
$ with the view” ‘expressed by OTA (CYA memo to Sentor NA? Staff of 
tg vaniaty 1951) that "the identification of internal. iinese/ reeistance 
with the discredited Kuomintang and with US ‘thuperialistic agpression* 
would probably veduee- popular tyimpathy with the resistance forces ant 
handicap thei operations." 


The same view ia in fact to some degree. reflected in the section 
of National cals pee aaa Estimate Now. 10 On Gorimuniet China, which — 
states: (Para u bby ee, 


- “tthere ie sokelaenebre question ae te whether the 
. NatLonalista could mobilize popular support on the 
mainland or command the effective cooperation af 
present, guerrilla. forces." 


The ‘following sentence of the: gare. NIE, te the ‘effect. that the tiséion= 
alists "might, however, be able to capitalize on existing discontent — 
‘with the Comuniet vegime" is obviously correct.co far ag 44 goes. We 
would prefer to heve hed the statement qualified by adding that Nation- 
alist sbility to exploit the measure. of discontent with the Communist 
which undoubtedly exists wouldve to some degree reduced by the con+ 
tinuing unpopularity off the Nationaliste with sone segments of the 
Ghinese population and by the identification with "Ug Imperialism 
which they would automatically view from the US ageistarce they wuld 
require i reach thé tiainland. 
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' Petauné the niilitary intelligence organizations ‘hata a fameohet 
different view from OTA and ourselves of the popular reception which 
the Nationslists would receive on the mainland, end because the evidence 
to dupport either position is ge slim, we were not able to secure an 
agreed estimate which went further than stating thet there was Toonsider- 
able queetion ae ,to whether the Nationalist# could mobilize populae 
sejelgiie Wer riagtotic that an eetinate whieh made this point was clLage 
ak am agreed estimate, rather than. 
: s th the Service intelli-+ 
gence organi fone tavtie G: it papers We do not believe 
that. an agreed cabin $a oes be aed whieh would go very much jeden 
the .politieal ha Gone | whieh. the: ily important Would mest. 
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